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UPDATE
CONSTRUCTION

Stage 27 

• Bulk earthworks are completed

• Titles expected Q1, 2026

October 

• Sewer, drainage and water completed

• �Pavement works already underway and

programmed to be completed

November 

• Electrical trenching works to be completed

Stage 29 

• Future release, titles expected Q2, 2026

Stage 30 

• Future release
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Point Park in Modeina has been in the works since 2022 and is now due to open 
in the coming months. 

Shweta Thadani, Dennis Family Corporation project manager, worked with the 
Council, MDG Landscape Architects and the contractors to deliver this space 
for the community.

“There’s going to be a lot of play equipment for both the older and the younger 
kids and it will be a great meeting place for all.”

Ed Billings, director at MDG Landscape Architects, said the design was based on 
what it feels like when you walk along Kororoit Creek in Modeina.

“There you can hear birds chirping, you can hear frogs in the creek 
and it really feels like you could be in a non-suburban area.

“The landscape architecture these days is very much at the forefront 
of every project, it’s the most important thing in a development,” 
Ed said.

“It’s bringing green into a space, but it’s also bringing a whole stack of 
amenity like things that people can do, places for people to be.”

Dennis Family Corporation Senior Project Manager Bonnie Levinge feels 
strongly about creating wonderful spaces that families will return to.

“Whether it be the water, play with your toddlers right through to 
barbecues and children’s birthday parties on the weekends.”

The park will be handed over to Melton City Council when complete.

Find Point Park’s location here.

MODEINA’S NEWEST 
PARK IS ALMOST READY!

https://maps.app.goo.gl/MPkHs3HJMVX76D277
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A total of 19 local not-for-profit groups 
shared in an aggregate tally of $28,000 
in funding, receiving $1,500 each. 

The Modeina Community Fund has 
been in existence since 2018 and has 
now distributed almost $170,000 in 
grants to local groups in that time.

When accepting their grant, each 
of the successful groups took a few 
moments to provide the audience 
with a snapshot of their activity in the 
community and what specific project 
or use they intend to direct their 
funding towards.

“We were proud to once again be 
able to help make so many wonderful 
projects possible this year,” 
DFC Marketing Manager, 
Melissa Munro said.

“It was also a great pleasure to have 
City of Melton Mayor, Steve Abboushi 
in attendance at the presentation 
function. Steve has been a tremendous 
supporter of the Community Fund 
since its inception at Modeina through 
his ongoing involvement on the 
assessment panel,” Melissa added.

• Aintree Football Club
• �Anglican Church (Red Door)

Caroline Springs
• Brookside P-9 College
• Burnside Primary School
• Burnside Springs United Netball Club
• Caroline Chisholm Society
• Caroline Springs Cricket Club
• Caroline Springs Fire Brigade
• Caroline Springs RSL Sub-branch Inc.

• Caroline Springs Scout Group
• Caroline Springs Tennis Club
• Family Care Fellowship Incorporated
• INChurch Melbourne
• INCommunity Care Services
• Rotary Club of Caroline Springs
• Socio-Cultural Syriac Inc. Association
• St John Ambulance Australia (Vic) Ltd
• Utsav Malayalee Samaj Inc.
• Western (Vic) Tamil Seniors Club

Grants from the 2025 Modeina Community Fund were announced 
and awarded at a presentation evening hosted by the Dennis Family 
Corporation at the Modeina Land Sales Centre on 17th September. 

Congratulations to the following grant recipients from the 2025 
Modeina Community Fund:

GRANTS AWARDED
2025
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The Dennis Family Corporation has enjoyed a 

long-standing association with Neighbourhood 

Watch, but our relationship has become 

increasingly collaborative in recent years.

Today, we work closely with Neighbourhood 

Watch’s Victorian CEO, Bambi Gordon and her 

team to communicate relevant information and 

handy tips for residents across all our estates. 

We both recognise symmetry in the reputation 

and trust in our respective brands. Being able 

to reach DFC’s estate communities through 

communications platforms and engaging with 

people face-to-face at community events provides 

a great opportunity for Neighbourhood Watch to 

highlight key messages around crime prevention. 

Bambi has led Neighbourhood Watch since 2017, 
helping the organisation to continue to grow and 
evolve.

Neighbourhood Watch has a history spanning over 
forty years. It was an initiative of the Victoria Police 
force in Frankston in 1983 and was based on a 
similar concept that they had seen overseas.

“It is all about neighbours working together to 
make communities better, safer, friendlier places 
to live,” Bambi says.

Victoria Police set up Neighbourhood Watch 
as a pilot program. Within twelve months it was 
operating across most of Victoria and also started 
to expand into the other states and territories. 

There have been important changes along the 
journey, with Neighbourhood Watch transitioning 

from a Victoria Police program to an independent 
not-for-profit organisation from around 2013.

Thanks to the dedicated efforts of tens of 
thousands of volunteers, working in partnership 
with their local police, Neighbourhood Watch has 
grown to become one of Australia’s most effective 
crime prevention programs.

Each of the other states and territories now have 
different versions of Neighbourhood Watch in 
place and regularly share materials and resources.

Bambi’s arrival at Neighbourhood Watch as CEO 
in 2017 helped put in place the foundations and 
structure of a more professionally managed 
organisation.

UNITED 
PREVENTION
IN CRIME

Continued Next Page
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But despite its widespread presence and profile, in 
any new estate there will be some people who may 
not be familiar with Neighbourhood Watch.

“We recognised many years ago that talking to 
new homeowners in developing estates is very 
important to us, because this is a brand new group 
of people who may not know of us. There are 
generally a lot of people coming from overseas 
who may not have any prior knowledge of the 
concept,” Bambi says.

“On new estates where people may not really know 
each other, there can be times when they are not 
sure of what to report or when something may be 
suspicious. It’s important for them to understand 
what Neighbourhood Watch is and what it can do 
to help them connect with each other.”

Bambi also notes that on new estates, there will 
be a number of different trades on site working on 
building jobs for a few months at a time.

“They are visible for a period and then they’ll be 
gone, so again they’re not going to be able to 
connect in any long term or meaningful way. 

It’s that social cohesion, getting people to know one 
other so they recognise if any suspicious or unusual 
behaviour is occurring which should be reported. 
That education and motivation role is vitally 
important,” she says.

The organisation is also mindful of breaking down 
any perceptions that Neighbourhood Watch is 
primarily an initiative for elderly people. 

“The office bearers of local groups do tend to be 
retirees, simply because they have more time, but 
membership is right across the board. Working 
together to prevent crime in the local community 
is important and involves everyone,” Bambi 
emphasises.

Neighbourhood Watch has developed an extensive 
catalogue of online materials to help educate and 
motivate Victorians to take measures that help 
prevent them becoming a victim of crime.

To find your nearest Neighbourhood Watch group 
click here.

HANDY HINTS

OTHER TIPS:

With the holiday season approaching, Bambi says 
Neighbourhood Watch recommends some simple tips to 
help keep your property safe if you’re planning to be away.

“The most important thing from our point of view is for 
people to do a self-assessment of the safety of their home. 
We have an online tool called How Safe is My Place which 
only takes about 5-10 minutes to do and you receive a 
report back based on the answers you’ve provided,” 
Bambi reveals.

“Police don’t have unlimited resources and can’t be 
expected to do everything. People have to take some 
responsibility for protecting their own property through 
adopting sensible, basic crime prevention measures.”

Christmas presents – when throwing out boxes from 
expensive electronic equipment or whitegoods, don’t leave 
them sitting by the bin for passers-by to notice.

Caravans – owners who leave their caravan in the front 
yard all year and then go away on holidays are sending a 
clear signal they’re not home. Instead, put it in storage or 
somewhere out of sight during the year.

Doorbell cameras – the best kinds of doorbell cameras 
are those that include audio as well as video capability.  If 
you can tell anyone you don’t know who is at your door 
that you are watching them, they usually leave quickly. 

CCTV – if you have CCTV at your home, it is important 
to ensure you register your camera with the Safer Places 
network - which is free - so that if something occurs in 
your area, police can quickly go online and find out where 
cameras are located instead of having to go door to door 
knocking. 

https://nhw.com.au/find-a-group/
https://howsafeismyplace.com.au/


7 / MODEINA  - THE ART OF LIVING

 
The collection point for Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme 
located at Burnside Hub Shopping Centre continues to be 
strongly utilised by local residents and is impacting positively 
on the environment. 

Introduced in November 2023, the scheme allows consumers to deposit 

certain approved types of drink cans, bottles, cartons and other forms of 

containers at the collection points in return for a 10c refund per item. 

Recycling refunds can be received digitally with the free CDS Vic West app 

and can also be redeemed for shopping vouchers or donated to designated 

charities if desired.

Statistics recently provided by the scheme’s network provider for Western 

Metropolitan Melbourne and Western Regional Victoria, Tomra, reported 

that 2,163,134 items were returned via the Burnside Hub collection point 

in the six-month period from 1st January to 30th June this year, which is an 

incredible result.

The quantity of containers returned to the closed loop at Burnside Hub over 

the first six months of 2025 provided over $216,000 back to consumers in 

redemptions.

Importantly, calculations from the data reveal that a total of over 260 tonnes 

of carbon emissions were avoided and almost 130 tonnes of items saved 

from being added to landfill. The 260,855 kilograms of CO2 avoided is the 

equivalent of keeping 97 cars off the road for a year, and the landfill savings of 

129,768 amounts to enough waste to fill 14 garbage trucks.

The estimated water savings of 13 million litres equates to enough to fill 5 

Olympic swimming pools, whilst the energy savings of 2,847 gigajoules is 

comparable to a household’s annual energy consumption spanning 23 years.

In less than two years across the duration of the scheme since its introduction 

in November 2023 up to 30th June this year, the site at Burnside Hub has now 

collected over 6.6 million returned containers.

Watch the journey of a drink container.

2,808,116 ITEMS!
CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT

https://mytomra.com.au/digital-payout/cds-vic-west-app
https://mytomra.com.au/digital-payout/cds-vic-west-app
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO_-8vvaWig


8 / MODEINA - THE ART OF LIVING8 / MODEINA - THE ART OF LIVING

MEET MAYOR 
STEVE ABBOUSHI
Steve is currently in his third consecutive term 
on Council, having entered Local Government 
in 2016. He was elected Mayor for the first time 
in November last year after previously serving as 
Deputy Mayor in 2019/20 and 2023/24.

Prior to joining Council, Steve’s professional 
background was in the industrial relations field and 
volunteer youth social work. 

He lives locally within the municipality with wife 
Maria and their two sons and serves as Councillor 
for the Bullum Bullum Ward, in which the Modeina 
estate is located. 

What originally motivated you to serve on Local 
Government?

It was my advocacy and work with disadvantaged 
young people which provided the platform that 
helped get me elected back in 2016. I had been 
involved as a volunteer youth mentor in the 
community for many years. 

My motivating factors were around trying to steer 
Council services more towards young people and 
young families and giving young people a voice on 
Council matters.

What is the length of your association with the area?

I grew up in Melbourne’s north-western suburbs 
and relocated to the City of Melton when I met 
my now wife Maria nearly 20 years ago. You could 
say I moved here for love!

How familiar are you with the Modeina estate?

I’ve been directly involved with the Modeina 
Community Fund as a member of the grant 
assessment panel through my role as a Councillor 
since its inception. I think it’s a fantastic initiative. 
It’s always very satisfying and rewarding to see how 
the grant funding from Dennis Family is going to 
be spent by the groups and add value to the wider 
community.

However, my association with the Modeina 
development extends even further back. Many 
years ago, I advocated for a Community Centre 
for Burnside. It was only through our partnership 
with Dennis Family that we were able to get a 
Community Centre and it was put into the heart 
of Modeina. 

The Burnside Children’s and Community Centre 
has become a central meeting place. There are 

so many groups operating from the facility. It has 
a kindergarten there and a primary school next 
door. Being in the fastest growing city in Australia, 
it is so important to have a central activity centre 
as a community hub where groups can get 
together to run different kinds of programs.

What do you believe the main assets/attractions 
of the municipality to be?

I think the diversity of our community is our 
greatest asset. Over 100 languages are spoken 
amongst our residents. 

In terms of infrastructure and services, we basically 
have everything a growing community needs, from 
our restaurants, hotels and wineries to the many 
natural attractions such as the Dingo Sanctuary 
and our award-winning Botanic Garden that 
people from all over Australia come to the City of 
Melton to visit. 

There are so many things I could mention but I 
keep coming back to our people as our greatest 
asset. They migrate from countries all over the 
world and contribute productively within our 
community. They are rich in culture and teach us 
about inclusion, acceptance and diversity.

Modeina Messenger recently spoke with the Mayor 
of the City of Melton, Councillor Steve Abboushi.

Continued Next Page

https://www.melton.vic.gov.au/Council/About-Council/Councillors/Cr-Steve-Abboushi
https://au.linkedin.com/in/steve-abboushi-12223975
https://au.linkedin.com/in/steve-abboushi-12223975
https://www.melton.vic.gov.au/Council/About-Council/Councillors/Ward-map
https://www.melton.vic.gov.au/Home
https://modeina.com.au/news-events/community-fund-2/
https://modeina.com.au/news-events/community-fund-2/
https://www.melton.vic.gov.au/Out-n-About/Libraries-and-learning/Learning/Community-Centres/Burnside-Childrens-Community-Centre
https://dingofoundation.org/sanctuary/
https://www.melton.vic.gov.au/Out-n-About/Leisure-Sport-Recreation/Parks-and-Trails/Parks-and-Reserves-in-Melton1/Parks-Recreation/Melton-Botanic-Garden
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What are the current priorities for Council?

Our latest community satisfaction survey results 
were recently released, and the number one ticket 
item people want to see is the upgrading of our 
roads. We recognise that many of our roads need 
to be upgraded to an urban standard. 

I’ve been advocating for the State Government 
to declare Westwood Drive an arterial road. As 
a Ward Councillor and Mayor, I always use every 
opportunity I get in Canberra and Spring Street to 
push for Westwood Drive to be duplicated to make 
it easier and safer for our residents to use. 

More broadly, the upgrading of the Western 
Highway and related interchanges is very important 
to keep our fast-growing city moving. 

Are you able to pinpoint your proudest 
achievement to date in your time on Council?

One of the initiatives that I have been working 
on since first joining Council is creating a Youth 
Forum, providing an opportunity for young people 
from all schools in the municipality to come in 
for a day to hear an inspiring message from a 
professional speaker but also to have a workshop 
with Council around what is important to them. 

We’re making all these important decisions about 
the future of the city, yet we very rarely hear about 
what young people want and what they see as the 
pressing issues for them. So, I’ve developed an 
annual Youth Forum, whereby young people can 
come together and tell us about their priorities. 

When they are Council-related we work towards 
achieving those outcomes that are important 
to them. 

We’ve now also established an annual Youth 
Summit, which brings together a number of 
community organisations and agencies that 
specialise in assisting young people. Our first Youth 
Summit was held this year.

Learn more: Melton Youth Network (MYN)

Can you provide a snapshot of your life away 
from your mayoral duties?

My wife Maria and I have two sons, Rafa, who is 13, 
and Orlando, 9. Both the boys are soccer crazy. We 
spend a lot of our spare time taking the boys to 
soccer training and watching them play. The boys 
have been playing locally with Westside Strikers for 
the past three years but are trialling with other clubs 
for 2026 as they look to expand their horizons in 
the sport.

Maria works part-time as a cancer nurse at Sunshine 
Hospital. She was born in Argentina and came to 
Australia when she was two or three years old.

I was born here but both my parents emigrated to 
Australia, mum from Egypt and dad from Lebanon.

On 26th January this year my dad celebrated his 
50th year of Australian citizenship. On that very 
day I had the honour of conferring a citizenship 
ceremony for 1000 new residents to the City of 
Melton, which made it a very special occasion.

Are you approachable in your role as Mayor and 
how can residents best contact you?

Absolutely. I always welcome people to get in 
touch. My mobile number (0437 231 680) and 
email address (Steve.Abboushi@melton.vic.gov.au) 
are listed on the Council website.

I use social media extensively to communicate with 
residents. Some people drop me a message on 
Facebook or Instagram. I’m available on all those 
channels. 

I think transparency in Council is vitally important. 
There’s nothing worse than someone getting 
elected and then becoming invisible. I share all 
my movements and make sure I maintain an 
active presence and open line of communication 
with everyone. 

https://www.melton.vic.gov.au/Services/People/Youth/Get-involved/Melton-Youth-Network-MYN
mailto:Steve.Abboushi%40melton.vic.gov.au?subject=
https://www.melton.vic.gov.au/Council/About-Council/Councillors/Cr-Steve-Abboushi
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LOVE WESTSIDE LAUNCHES!
Continued Next Page
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Explore the stories, culture and events across Melbourne’s western suburbs.

The new magazine and lifestyle website curates what’s happening through 

interactive maps of regions and neighbourhoods.

Richard Ponsford, Executive Officer for Western Melbourne Tourism, 

who has led this project said the new platform fills an important gap.

“Think of it as both a practical travel guide and an online magazine - 

with fresh content, stories and insider tips regularly added to highlight 

the ever-changing face of Melbourne’s west.

Until now the west has not had a strong unified destination brand story. 

Love Westside is the first dedicated platform that showcases the region 

to visitors, investors and locals alike. It provides Melbourne’s west with 

a strong consumer voice and a springboard for future growth,” he said.

“We are thrilled with Love Westside and strongly encourage both locals 

and visitors to jump on and have a look and discover the many stories 

of Melbourne’s westside - a different side of Melbourne”.

Follow @lovewestsidemelbourne on Facebook and Instagram

Subscribe to the newsletter on the website to know about upcoming events, 

new openings and to discover inspiring stories about Melbourne’s westside.

Love Westside is live, check it 
out at Lovewestside.com.au

Find great places to eat, drink and 
enjoy at Lovewestside.com.au

https://melbourneswest.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/lovewestsidemelbourne
https://www.instagram.com/lovewestsidemelbourne/#
https://www.lovewestside.com.au/
https://www.lovewestside.com.au/
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INTERIOR

TRENDS

BY AMY SAWARD - SAWARD INTERIORS

Continued Next Page
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From
Nostalgia to 

Fresh Neutrals

Spring is a perfect time to introduce some interior flair into your space, 

whether you’re undertaking a new home build or renovation, or simply want 

to add some style to your current space. Modeina’s interior design expert 

Amy Saward recommends that introducing any elements from the following 

interior trends is a great way to reset and refresh.      

Continued Next Page
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Bring a touch of nostalgia into your home with That 70s Look; a design 
scheme of rich earthy hues, plush textures, and natural materials.  
Mid-century influence has been inspiring interiors for a number of years 
through classic design features of the era; think sunken living rooms, 
terracotta colours, polished chrome finishes and walnut woods. An easy  
trend to introduce into your existing spaces through 70s inspired home 
décor such as lamps or vases, or embrace as a whole in a new home build 
or renovation.

When wanting to apply elements of That 70s Look to your space, particularly 
in a living or kitchen space, start with some of the base materials - slightly 
textured walls in a textured paint or render, and use deep warm timbers such  
as walnut or teak as wall panelling or cabinetry doors. Floors to consider 
include terracotta tiles, polished concrete, or wood with plush coloured rugs 
in warm tones and patterns.   

With a warm and neutral base, add a mix of materials, finishes and pops of 
colour. Upholstery in stripes or bold patterns nod to the playful side of 70s 
styling, while a shaggy rug and cushions and throw rugs in textured fabrics 
introduce layers 
of comfort. This trend also sees balance with the smoothness of polished chrome 
in tapware and furniture legs, as well as gloss tiles, commonly seen in coffee and  
side tables. 

Whether you go all-in or simply sprinkle in a few 70s-inspired decor items, 
That 70s Look invites warmth, comfort, and a touch of nostalgia into your home. 

THAT 70s LOOK

Continued Next Page
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Another trend embracing warm colour tones, Soft Patterns is all about 

creating a restful space in your interior, layered with gentle textures and 

delicate patterned designs. Particularly geared towards a bedroom or living 

space, Soft Patterns is a minimalist approach to the maximalist trends we 

have seen over the years, blending earthy neutrals with a subtle playful 

element as multiple patterns are introduced into a space.  

Being the key element of this trend, patterns can be introduced through 

subtle florals, muted stripes, or Art Deco inspired motifs in wallpaper, window 

furnishings or cushions. Multiple patterns can easily be used in the same 

space, but it’s important to consider some of the following factors to ensure a 

space still feels balanced.  

Choosing patterns with a similar colour palette or dominant hue creates 

cohesion in a space. Using different patterns between different features 

ensures a space is not too dominant in one type of pattern, such as too 

many florals. To ensure a balanced space when using multiple patterns, 

use sections of solid colour elements.  

Whether through a full scheme or a few decor accents, Soft Patterns 

offer a timeless balance of calm and personality, perfect for a serene 

bedroom retreat.

SOFT PATTERNS

Continued Next Page
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The Light & Bright interior scheme brings freshness and calm to the kitchen 

with a harmonious mix of crisp whites and natural textures, encouraging a 

slightly more refined look than the traditional white with the use of timber 

elements, handles and tapware in stylish finishes.  

Key materials include light oak timber cabinetry paired with a white, off white 

or cream laminate. To elevate the space even more, opt for two-pac painted 

cabinets, a more expensive option, but more versatile in its ability for profile 

door design and made in the exact paint colour of your choice. Pair with a 

benchtop and splashback in a neutral stone. Alternatively use neutral tiles as 

a splashback for additional visual interest.

Keeping your tapware and handles in line with the Light & Bright scheme 

is key.

Matt white or champagne coloured taps with matching handles, or light oak 

handles as an alternative.  

Customise your design with some soft curves in a range hood, or island 

bench edges, or include some feature pendant lights above the island bench, 

as well as some warm timber and leather look fabric bar stools.

This scheme creates a kitchen that feels open, airy, and timelessly inviting.

LIGHT & BRIGHT

Continued Next Page
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Another interior scheme, perfect for kitchens is the Cool Country trend. 

Featuring a cool-toned palette of white, grey, dusty blue, navy and charcoal, 

it’s inspired by a classic country style, but with a new modern look and feel. 

Cool country uses the element of contrast to make a statement in a kitchen or 

bathroom, with cabinetry in a darker colour tone, contrasting against crisp white 

surfaces. Include a crisp white stone benchtop and gloss white subway tiles as 

a splashback for a timeless touch. Whilst many different hardware finishes look 

great with this colour scheme, selecting a polished chrome or brushed nickel 

finish keeps in line with the cool colour tones. Maintain a country style theme 

with a traditional looking handle, cup handle or decorative knob. Dark timber 

flooring or rattan bar stools can add warmth in the space.

Together, these elements create a kitchen that feels elegant and enduring, 

perfect for those who love country charm with a contemporary look and feel.  

These interior trends offer the perfect opportunity to refresh your home with 

style and personality.

Whether you’re drawn to the nostalgic warmth of That 70’s Look, the calming 

elegance of Soft Patterns, the airy freshness of Light & Bright, or the timeless 

charm of Cool Country, each scheme brings its own unique character. 

By introducing even a few elements from these trends, you can create spaces that 

feel inspiring, welcoming, and perfectly attuned to the season. 

COOL COUNTRY

Continued Next Page
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Modeina Land Sales Centre

Open from Saturday - Wednesday, 10am - 5pm

6 Lexington Drive BURNSIDE VIC 3023

1300 724 723 | modeina.com.au 

DFC (Project Management) Pty Ltd, an affiliated company of Dennis Family Corporation Pty Ltd, is the developer of the Modeina Estate 

and publisher of this brochure. “Dennis Family Corporation” and “Modeina” are trade marks used under licence © 2025.

https://modeina.com.au/
https://modeina.com.au/

